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The illustrated embodiment of the invention includes a
capacitive detection method in a MEMS resonator compris-
ing the steps of: vibrating a resonator with a drive signal;
sensing vibration of the resonator by detecting a plurality of
sidebands of an electromechanical amplitude modulation sig-
nal in a capacitive detector; and extracting amplitude of
motion from a ratio of two simultaneously sensed sidebands
of different order.
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Typical Nonlinear EAM Signal Power Spectral Density
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Calculating amplitude of motion from sidebands ratio
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Experimental Spectra - Nonlinear Parallel Plate Detection
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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD USING
CAPACITIVE DETECTION WITH INHERENT
SELF-CALIBRATION

RELATED APPLICATIONS

The present application is related to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 60/880,971, filed on Jan. 17,
2007, which is incorporated herein by reference and to which
priority is claimed pursuant to 35 USC 119.

This invention was made with government support under
grant 0409923 awarded by the National Science Foundation.
The government has certain rights in the invention.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates to the field of a methodology and
detection system for nonlinear, parallel plate EAM detection,
using multiple order sidebands to derive the amplitude of
mechanical motion in a MEMS device.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Several important classes of MEMS devices, such as reso-
nators, gyroscopes, and chemical sensors, rely on resonance
phenomenon in their operation. In these devices, resonant
motion needs to be actuated, sensed, and controlled. Capaci-
tive phenomena are commonly used for transduction in vibra-
tory MEMS devices due to the ease of fabrication, low sen-
sitivity to temperature changes, and other practical
advantages. However, conventional capacitive detection
methodologies produce a signal proportional to such system
parameters as nominal sense capacitance, carrier voltage, and
gain of the current amplifier. These dependencies constitute a
need to calibrate individual MEMS devices to address fabri-
cation imperfections, and fluctuation of the parameters due to
changing environment and aging. A detection technique inde-
pendent of these system parameters can be of great advan-
tage.

Capacitive detection of harmonic motion is often based on
measuring the current induced by the relative motion of the
capacitive electrodes. The variable sense capacitor is formed
between a mobile mass and anchored electrodes. This capaci-
tor is biased by a certain known DC or AC voltage. The
motion induced change in capacitance results in the flow of
current, which is converted to voltage. This output voltage
detected and related to the motion of the resonant structure.
Typically, for the same real estate, parallel plate sense capaci-
tors provide much higher capacitive gradient and thus sensi-
tivity. However, unlike lateral combs, parallel plates generate
sense signal that is nonlinear with motional amplitude. His-
torically, this limited the use of parallel plate capacitive detec-
tion to small amplitudes of motion (e.g., sense mode of vibra-
tory gyroscopes).

Electromechanical amplitude modulation (EAM) is a
widely used capacitive detection approach. It is based on
modulation of motional signal by an AC probing voltage
(carrier), and allows for frequency domain separation
between the informational signals and feed-through of the
driving voltages. Conventional linear EAM can be used for
either lateral comb sense capacitors or small displacement
parallel plate capacitors. In the linear case only one pair of
modulated sidebands exist and calibration of the pick-up
signal is needed.

Capacitive detection of motion is commonly used in
MEMS; however, conventional methodologies are sensitive
to variations in system parameters and require periodic cali-
bration. This disclosure describes an algorithm which is
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2

robust to parameters variation. One focus of the disclosure is
a parallel plate capacitive detection methodology for real-
time measurement of arbitrary amplitude of motion in reso-
nant devices. Unlike conventional methods, the disclosed
measurement algorithm does not depend on such system
parameters, such as nominal sense capacitance, probing volt-
age, and trans-impedance gain of the motional current ampli-
fier. A real-time measurement algorithm is formulated and
simulated. Feasibility of the developed approach is demon-
strated experimentally. The invention is especially valuable
for robust capacitive detection and self-calibration in reso-
nant structures, such as gyroscopes, resonant microbalances,
and chemical sensors.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The illustrated embodiment of the invention includes a
capacitive detection method in a MEMS resonator compris-
ing the steps of: vibrating a resonator with a drive signal;
sensing vibration of the resonator by detecting a plurality of
sidebands of an electromechanical amplitude modulation sig-
nal in a capacitive detector; and extracting amplitude of
motion from a ratio of two simultaneously sensed sidebands
of different order.

The step of extracting amplitude of motion from a ratio of
two simultaneously sensed sidebands of different order com-
prises simultaneously processing multiple sidebands and pro-
ducing a measurement of X, by using a ratio r of two different
order sidebands.

The step of sensing vibration of the resonator by detecting
a plurality of sidebands of an electromechanical amplitude
modulation signal in a capacitive detector and simultaneously
processing multiple sidebands and producing a measurement
of x, by using a ratio r of two different order sidebands
comprises sensipg a ﬁrst pair of sidebands Vw,(k”) and Vw(k”)
and a second pair of sidebands V,, , and V

obtaining the ratio r(x,)

Wy’

X0

)

Vel + ||Vw(,(+1)|| o)
= r(xg) =
Vel + M1Ve Ml

and deriving x, therefrom, where x, is normalized
motional amplitude, where V  is the harmonic component of
ai” sideband frequency m, of the total output voltage.

The step of sensing vibration of the resonator by detecting
a plurality of sidebands of an electromechanical amplitude
modulation signal in a capacitive detector and simultaneously
processing multiple sidebands and producing a measurement
of x, by using a ratio r of two different order sidebands
comprises sensing a first pair of sidebands V,, andV

. . -G D) o3

and a second pair of sidebands V,,  and 'V, ,

obtaining the ratio r(x,)

Ve % (k + Doyl

A T

X0

r(xg) =

and deriving x, therefrom, where x, is normalized
motional amplitude, where V., is the harmonic component of
ai” sideband frequency m, of the total output voltage.
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The step of deriving x, comprises setting X ,=2r(X,)

For example, where w_.is a carrier frequency and €2 ;a drive
frequency applied to the resonator, the step of sensing vibra-
tion of the resonator by detecting a plurality of sidebands of
an electromechanical amplitude modulation signal in a
capacitive detector comprises detecting amplitudes of first
order sidebands at frequencies , +,, and detecting ampli-
tudes of second order sidebands at frequencies ., .+2,; and
where the step of extracting amplitude of motion from a ratio
of two simultaneously sensed sidebands of different order
comprises

calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

Ve ol + Ve
y=——mm 0r
Ve T+ Vo

estimate using a single side pair of sidebands using

N A
S Vo 1 Ve, 1

and

calculating normalized amplitude of motion

Xo= ——.
0T

In the case where w, is a carrier frequency and w, a drive
frequency applied to the resonator, the step of sensing vibra-
tion of the resonator by detecting a plurality of sidebands of
an electromechanical amplitude modulation signal in a
capacitive detector comprises differentially detecting ampli-
tudes of a first pair of sidebands at frequencies w_+kw , where
k is an odd integer and detecting amplitudes of a second pair
of sidebands at frequencies w_*(k+2)w,; and the step of
extracting amplitude of motion from a ratio of two simulta-
neously sensed sidebands of different order comprises

calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

o) = Vgl + 1 Vegesnll
o) = | el T 1 ei2)l
Vet Il + 1Vl

and
calculating normalized amplitude of motion from r(x,).

In the embodiment where w,. is a carrier frequency and w,
a drive frequency applied to the resonator, the step of sensing
vibration of the resonator by detecting a plurality of side-
bands of an electromechanical amplitude modulation signal
in a capacitive detector comprises differentially detecting
amplitudes of a first pair of sidebands at frequencies w_+kw,,
where k is an odd integer and detecting amplitudes of a
second pair of sidebands at frequencies w_+(k+2)w; and the
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step of extracting amplitude of motion from a ratio of two
simultaneously sensed sidebands of different order comprises
calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

- ||Vw1(k+2)” r(x )
Woul 70
and

calculating normalized amplitude of motion from r(x,).

In the embodiment where w; a drive frequency applied to
the resonator, where the electromechanical amplitude modu-
lation signal is a DC signal, and the step of sensing vibration
of the resonator by detecting a plurality of sidebands of an
electromechanical amplitude modulation signal in a capaci-
tive detector comprises detecting amplitudes at frequencies
w, and 2w ;; and the step of extracting amplitude of motion
from a ratio of two simultaneously sensed sidebands of dif-
ferent order comprises

calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

(Vi I
20V, 1

r(Xo)=

and

calculating normalized amplitude of motion from r(x,).

In the embodiment where w; a drive frequency applied to
the resonator, and where the electromechanical amplitude
modulation signalis a DC signal, the step sensing vibration of
the resonator by detecting a plurality of sidebands of an
electromechanical amplitude modulation signal in a capaci-
tive detector comprises differentially detecting amplitudes at
frequencies odd harmonic drive frequencies kw;and (k+2)m
where kis an odd integer; and the step of extracting amplitude
of motion from a ratio of two simultaneously sensed side-
bands of different order comprises

calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

KV, I V30,
r(xo) _ k+2)wy _ 3wy ]
C+ DMVl Y 3Vl

and

calculating normalized amplitude of motion from r(x,).

The illustrated embodiment of the invention also includes
within its scope a detection system for performing or imple-
menting each of the forgoing embodiments of the methodol-
ogy.

While the apparatus and method has or will be described
for the sake of grammatical fluidity with functional explana-
tions, it is to be expressly understood that the claims, unless
expressly formulated under 35 USC 112, are not to be con-
strued as necessarily limited in any way by the construction of
“means” or “steps” limitations, but are to be accorded the full
scope of the meaning and equivalents of the definition pro-
vided by the claims under the judicial doctrine of equivalents,
and in the case where the claims are expressly formulated
under 35 USC 112 are to be accorded full statutory equiva-
lents under 35 USC 112. The invention can be better visual-
ized by turning now to the following drawings wherein like
elements are referenced by like numerals.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a block diagram of a capacitive MEMS resonator
with parallel plate detection of motion according to the illus-
trated embodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a graph of the frequency domain profile of the
parallel plate EAM pick-up signal produced by a computer
simulation, i.e. power/frequency as a function of frequency.

FIG. 3 is a graph of the detection of the amplitude of motion
based on measured ratio of two sidebands amplitudes, i.e. the
normalized amplitude of motion as a function of sidebands
amplitude ratio r.

FIG. 4a is a SEM micrograph of a quarter of the tested
device.

FIG. 4b is a graph of the experimental measurement of
parallel plates EAM pick-up signal at different motional
amplitudes of the device of FIG. 4a.

FIG. 5a is a diagrammatic overall view of a Simulink
model of a resonator with parallel plate robust detection.

FIG. 55 is a block diagram of a “Robust Detection” block.

FIG. 6a is a “Dual-phase mixing” block diagram of Sim-
ulink model of a resonator with parallel plate robust detec-
tion.

FIG. 64 is a “Amplitude calculation” block diagram.

FIG. 7a is a diagram of the “Signals” block in a Simulink
model of a resonator with parallel plate robust detection.

FIG. 754 is a block diagram of the “Resonator” block.

FIG. 8 is a graph of the robust detection of motional ampli-
tude based on sidebands ratio Equation (14), simulation
results.

The invention and its various embodiments can now be
better understood by turning to the following detailed
description of the preferred embodiments which are pre-
sented as illustrated examples of the invention defined in the
claims. [tis expressly understood that the invention as defined
by the claims may be broader than the illustrated embodi-
ments described below.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

We disclose a capacitive detection method with inherent
self-calibration. A detailed description of the nonlinear nature
of the parallel plate capacitive detection can be found in A.
Trusov and A. M. Shkel, “Nonlinearity of capacitive detec-
tion in resonant mems,” to be published, IEEE ID JMEMS
2006-0286, 2007; and—, “A novel capacitive detection meth-
odology with inherent self-calibration,” to be published,
IEEE ID IMEMS-2006-0292, 2007. The approach construc-
tively utilizes nonlinear effects of parallel plate EAM detec-
tion. In the case of parallel plate EAM, there exist multiple
order sidebands that carry redundant information about the
amplitude of mechanical motion. Amplitude of motion can be
extracted from the ratio of two simultaneously measured
sidebands of different order. Unlike conventional methods,
the disclosed measurement procedure does not depend on
nominal sense capacitance, amplitude of bias voltage, trans-
impedance gain of the motional current amplifier and other
parameters.

The illustrated embodiment of the invention includes a
Capacitive detection methodology, comprised of parallel
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plate sense capacitor(s) and signal processing algorithm, for
detection of vibratory motion with the following advantages
over conventional approaches:

1) precise detection of arbitrary amplitude of motion

2) independence from system parameters, which are prone

to imperfect fabrication and drift (nominal sense capaci-
tance, probing voltage, gain of electrical pick-up current
amplifier etc.)

Implementation of the above methodology for the cases of:

1) detection using both DC and/or AC probing voltage

2) detection using single side sense capacitor as well as

using differential (balanced) sense capacitors.

The disclosed methodology can be used as a substitute for
conventional methodologies, or for automatic calibration of
the latter.

The disclosed methodology can be implemented using the
same common components (operational amplifiers) as con-
ventional detection methodologies.

Consider now an electromechanical model of the illus-
trated embodiment of the invention. FIG. 1is a block diagram
of a capacitive micro-resonator 10, which is a basic element
of'various micro-sensors. The electro-mechanical diagram of
FIG. 1 includes the mechanical resonator 10, the electrostatic
drive electrodes 12 and sense electrodes 14, and a signal
processing circuit 16 which measures the amplitude of
motion. As described below the EAM signal 22 is subjected to
the disclosed signal processing algorithm in a computer or
signal processing circuit 24 to generate a motional amplitude
result 26.

The suspended mass 18 of the resonator 10 is constrained
to move only along the horizontal x-axis shown in FIG. 1 by
the double headed arrows. The invention is not limited to
unidirectional vibration, which is a restriction imposed here
only for the purpose of ease of illustration and understanding.
The variable sense capacitance is defined as C(x), and the
drive capacitance C (X), where x is the displacement. Typi-
cally in MEMS devices, drive and sense terminals are not
completely isolated, but are electrically coupled by stray
parasitic capacitors and resistors. In the model of FIG. 1 we
assume, without loss of generality, that the parasitic circuit
consists of a single lumped capacitor C,. An AC driving
voltage V (1)=V ;cos (w t) is applied to the drive electrode 12
(voltage values are referenced with respect to a common
ground) to actuate a harmonic motion. The sense capacitor C,
is formed between the mobile mass 18 and the fixed sense
electrode 14. The sense electrode 14 is connected to the
inverting input of an operational amplifier 20 which is con-
figured as a trans-impedance amplifier.

The oscillatory motion at the drive frequency w, is excited
by a combination of V. and V , driving voltages across the
drive capacitor C,. Without discussing further details of the
actuation methodology, resonator’s displacement x(t) can be
expressed as

a. x(B)={l| sin(w+4), M

where ¢=¢(w ;) represents a phase lag in the transfer func-
tion of the resonator.

Due to the motion the sense capacitance C/(x) changes,
causing a flow of motional current [,.=d(C,V)/dt, where V is
the sensing voltage across the sense capacitor C,. The total
pick-up current I(t)=L,()+L,(t) consists of both the motional
and the parasitic currents, and is converted to the final output
voltage V(t) with trans-impedance gain -R. Parasitic current
is induced by the drive voltage V ; and therefore has the same
frequency m,. In this embodiment we assume that the total
sensing voltage V. (0=V . +V (1) is composed of a DC

sense

component V. and an AC component V_=v_ sin(w_t), called
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the carrier. Particular cases when either the DC or AC com-
ponent of the sense voltage is zero are discussed below. Use of
an AC carrier voltage results in an amplitude modulation of
the motional signal, known as electromechanical amplitude
modulation (EAM).

According to laws of electrostatics, the total pick-up volt-
age on the output of the current amplifier is

@

d
Vi) = =R [Va@Cp + (Vo) + Vo) G ().

Consider now motion detection with parallel plates,
namely the nonlinear properties of parallel plate EAM pick-
up signal. Details are presented in A. Trusov and A. M. Shkel,
“Nonlinearity of capacitive detection in resonant mems,” to
be published, IEEE ID IMEMS 2006-0286, 200712 which
are summarized here for completeness of the discussion.
Consider a variable sense capacitor C(t) formed by a pair of
mobile and anchored parallel plate structures. Let us denote
media permittivity by e, the initial gap between plates at rest
by g, individual parallel plate pair overlap length -L., and
plate height (i.e. structural layer thickness) by y. The total
overlap area in the sense capacitor is given by A=NLy, where
N is a number of parallel plate pairs in the capacitor. The total
variable sense capacitance for the harmonic mode of motion

(1) s

eA B
g-x1n

A 1

& 1- I ”sm(wdt)

©)

G =

where the phase of motion ¢ is omitted without any loss of
generality.

We introduce nominal sense capacitance C,,=€A/g and
dimensionless amplitude of motion x_=|jx|//g<1 (normalized
with respect to the initial gap between parallel plates). From
(3), the sense capacitance is

1 )

Gw= ] — xpsin(wy)

As shown in A. Trusov and A. M. Shkel, “Nonlinearity of
capacitive detection in resonant mems,” to be published,
IEEE ID IMEMS 2006-0286, 200712, the Fourier series rep-
resentation for the parallel plate capacitance C(t) for a given
amplitude of motion x,, is

D)= Cor ), Pl )eos(2kesgt) + Cyp ), Pt (Ko)sin((2k + Do),
k=0 k=0

where functions p,(x,) define the amplitudes of the mul-
tiple harmonics in the capacitance C,(t) and are given by

C@n,n) ,, (6)

7 xy",and for k=0,1,2 ... co

polxo) = i

n=0

—

0
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-continued

T (CQn+ L, n— k!
p2k+1(xo):(—1)k2{w+z+)x°}
n=k
C(2 k
pat(o) = (- 1)2{ Sl Lk }

Equation (5) shows that when parallel plates are used to
sense the harmonic motion, the time varying sense capaci-
tance contains an infinite number of drive frequency harmon-
ics. In order to calculate the total output signal, we consider
modulation of each capacitive harmonic individually. Fol-
lowing A. Trusov and A. M. Shkel, “Nonlinearity of capaci-
tive detection in resonant mems,” to be published, IEEE 1D
JIMEMS 2006-0286, 200712, we combine the sense capaci-
tance in (5) with (2) to calculate the total output current:

() = )

=Cpvawasin{wgt) + Cypvew, PolXo)cos(wer) +

cmvdcwd{z 2k + D)paicrs (Fo)oos((2k + Lwgt) =
k=0

Z 2kp,, (x0)cos(2kwy t)} +

k=1

. o
zcxnvc{z P2k+1(x0)[

W+ SI(Wep+1HE) =

— W HSINO (21 1yT) }}

1 w(Zk)cos(w(Zk))t) +
5 ConVe P2 (%o) ,
2 - +w(-21)c08(W-24))1)

k=0

where w,=w_+kw, is the frequency of the |[k|| order side-
band (left or right, depending on the sign of'k). The equation
gives the Fourier series for the total pick-up signal for the case
of parallel plate capacitive detection of harmonic motion.
FIG. 2 shows the frequency domain representation of a typi-
cal parallel plate EAM pick-up signal and illustrates its
important features. The signal contains an infinite number of
harmonics corresponding to the drive frequency and multiple
informational sidebands.
a. Let V,, denote harmonic component of frequency w of the
total output voltage V=-RI. According to Equation (7), the
amplitudes of the right and left sidebands in the total output

voltage are given by
b.

®

1
[Veoill = RCSILVC”((UC £ kwg)pr (xo)ll -

In practice, a high frequency carrier is usually used, so that
w >>kw,, for several first orders k=1, 2, 3 . . . K. For these
sidebands,

1 ©
Vsl = ERanvc(wc £ keg)ll pr (o)l

—

ERanvcwc”pk (xo)ll-
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The amplitudes of the multiple sidebands are proportional
to functions p,(x,), which we call normalized sidebands
amplitudes. It can be shown that a simple closed form expres-
sions for normalized sidebands amplitudes can be derived
from Equation (6):

10

1P o)l =

=)

= 2Po(xo)[

X0

According to this equation, for a fixed motional amplitude
X,, hormalized amplitudes of multiple sidebands form a geo-
metric progression with ratio

Xo (1D

1+\/1—x%.

7 =1 prr1 o)l /ll pr (o)l =

Below we discuss how simultaneous demodulation of the
multiple sidebands can be used to produce a self-calibrated
measurement of the motional amplitude x, and provide
experimental confirmation of Equation (11).

Consider now the robust demodulation of a parallel plate
EAM signal. Here we discuss how ratio of parallel plate EAM
sidebands can be used to robustly detect motion. First, we
review a conventional approach to EAM detection.

In the conventional linear approach (i.e., for lateral comb
sense capacitor or parallel plate sense capacitor with small
amplitude) only main (k=1) sidebands are considered. Also,
the amplitudes of these main sidebands are assumed to be
linear with respect to the amplitude of motion, ||V, .e |%Xo-
In the conventional approach, the extraction of the motional
amplitude from the EAM pick up signal consists of amplitude
demodulation and scaling steps:

a. Mixing V(t) with phase shifted carrier signal (i.e., mul-
tiplication V()® sin(w_t)) to map the sidebands from
W+, to w, frequency.

b. Low-pass filtering to attenuate at frequencies higher than
.

c. Mixing the resulting signal with sin(w , t+o.) to map the
signal from w, to DC. Phase a needs to be controlled to
match the phase of motion; alternatively, a dual phase
1/Q demodulation can be used.

d. The obtained DC signal is scaled by (RC,, v )" to
calculate the amplitude of mechanical motion.

Consider a resonant MEMS device in which amplitude of
motion in certain vibrational mode needs to be detected pre-
cisely. In the case of parallel plate sense capacitor, the ampli-
tudes of the informational sidebands are not linear with
respect to the amplitude of motion. This nonlinearity intro-
duces significant error if large amplitude of motion is mea-
sured. As shown in A. Trusov and A. M. Shkel, “Nonlinearity
of capacitive detection in resonant mems,” to be published,
IEEE ID JMEMS 2006-0286, 200712, the amplitude of
motion can be measured precisely by adding an additional
step to the described demodulation procedure:
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Xo(py) = (w2—12+pf—p1w)(wz—12+pf+2pw) (12)
olpL) = 18p1w2 5
where

1
w=(72p; — p} +6(48 +132p2 —3p})6.

Both conventional approach and Equation (12) produce the
measurement based on assumed values of such system
parameters as trans-resistance gain, nominal capacitance, and
carrier voltage. In this case, each device needs to be calibrated
to identify these mechanical and electrical parameters. More-
over, during operation, some of these parameters are prone to
drifts, causing loss of the calibration. Approaches based on
only the first order sidebands do not provide a robust solution.

Consider now the robust approach of the illustrated
embodiment. In the case of parallel plate sense capacitors, it
is possible to detect arbitrary amplitude of motion without
using R, C,,, w_ and v_. The approach is based on simulta-
neous processing of multiple sidebands and produces mea-
surement of x, by using a ratio r of two different order side-
bands.

According to Equation (8) and Equation (11), the ratio of
amplitudes of any two succeeding low order sidebands
depends only on the amplitude of motion x,, while all the
other parameters cancel out:

IVergrnll + Vgl _ N1Pre1 o)l
IVerell + Ve, I 1P o)l
= r(xo)

X0

According to Equation (9), the same is approximately valid
for a ratio of low order single side sidebands:

Ve syl (13)

r(xg) = .
”Vwctkwd”

There is a simple one-to-one relationship between the
amplitude of motion and the amplitude ratio of the two suc-
ceeding parallel plate EAM sidebands. Solving Equation (11)
for the amplitude of motion yields

2r
T

(14
Xo

This relationship can be linearized in order to provide a
very simple method of x, estimation:

(15)

Xo=Eg=21,

with the relative error given by

Xo —Xo 5 (16)
ey = —— =17,
0 Xo

FIG. 3 illustrates Equation (14), Equation (15), and Equa-
tion (16). In the case of parallel plate EAM detection, nor-
malized amplitude of motion x,, can be precisely calculated as
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in Equation (14) or estimated by Equation (15) based on a
single parameter—amplitude ratio of two succeeding side-
bands r(x,). Feasibility of the disclosed measurement tech-
nique is demonstrated using experimental data below.
A real-time robust detection of motion based on the ratio of
sidebands can be performed by the following procedure:
a. Detect amplitude of the first order sidebands at frequen-
cies m_*m,.
b. Detect amplitude of the second order sidebands at fre-
quencies m_ +2 .

c. Calculate the ratio of amplitudes

IV I+ Ve
Vo T+ Vo

or estimate using a single side pair of sidebands

N A
Vo 1~ Ve I

d. Calculate normalized amplitude of motion

The first two steps, the demodulation procedures, are per-
formed simultaneously. Demodulation of'the first and second
order sidebands can be done similarly to the conventional
case, described above. A complete real-time signal process-
ing algorithm based on two single side sidebands is presented
below along with simulation results.

Consider now the implementations of the illustrated
embodiment of the invention. Here we show how the dis-
closed robust detection method can be applied to differential
EAM and pure DC detection methodologies. Turn first to
differential EAM. In the case of differential EAM, even order
sidebands cancel out from the total pick-up signal, while odd
order sidebands double in amplitude. Similarly to the regular
case, the amplitude of motion x,, is calculated using Equation
(14); parameter r can be calculated from the ratio of third and
first sidebands according to

an
Ve T Vo T

P2 o)l
1P (xo)l

- ||Vw1(k+2)”
Vel

Turnnow and consider detection with a pure DC voltage. In
some cases the effect of parasitics is negligible and capacitive
detection is done with a DC biased sense capacitor. This

r(xo) =

5
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configuration does not involve any carrier and is described by
Equation (7) with v_=0. In this case the total output voltage is
given by

> (18)
V()= -RCs, Vdcwdz (=1L kp, (xo)cos(kwar).
=1

The information on the amplitude of motion is carried by
the harmonics at multiples of the drive frequency. In conven-
tional linear approach only the first harmonic is considered
and is assumed to be proportional to the amplitude of motion.
In the complete nonlinear case, the amplitude x, can be cal-
culated based on the ratio of the subsequent harmonics Equa-
tion (14). Inturn, the ratio r is easily obtained from the pick up
voltage:

lpi+1 o)l 19
[1pe (o)l
Vs ll

= %+ DllVia I

Vau
= AV, I

r(xo) =

In the common case of differential detection with DC
biased parallel plate sense capacitors, only odd order side-
bands are present; the ratio r can be calculated from the total
pick up voltage as

o) K Va2, ll

FXi —_—

O &+ DMViw I
Vsl
BT

For instance, a ratio of first and third drive frequency har-
monics can be used.

Turn now and consider experimental and simulation results
that experimental demonstration of the illustrated embodi-
ment of the invention showing detection of amplitude motion
X, based on measured sideband ratio r shown in the graph of
FIG. 45.

(20)

visually detected xq sidebands ratio r Xo calculated by (14)
~0.05 29.2dB =288 0.07
~0.25 17.5dB =175 0.26
=~0.5 12dB=4 0.47

In order to verify the relationship Equation (14) between
amplitude of motion and the ratio of sidebands, test structures
were designed, fabricated, and characterized. The devices are
capacitive MEMS resonators with lateral comb drive capaci-
tors, and lateral comb and parallel plate sense capacitors. The
fabrication was done using in-house wafer level SOI process.
SOI wafers with a highly conductive 50 um thick device layer
were used. AZ4620 photoresist was spin-coated onto the
wafers and patterned using a chrome-on-glass mask and a
Karl Suss MAG6 exposure system. After photoresist develop-
ment, the wafers were subjected to a timed deep reactive ion
etching (DRIE) using Surface Technology Systems (STS)
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tool. Minimum gap feature of the process is 5 pm and mini-
mum structural feature is 8 um. Nominal capacitive gap in the
parallel plate sense structure is 25 pm; an SEM image of the
fabricated test resonator is shown in FIG. 4(a).

The device was driven into linear vibrations using a lateral
comb drive capacitor with a combination of 30V DCand a 3.5
V... ACat 555 Hz. An AC carrier voltage of 5V, _at 20kHz
was applied to the mobile mass. FIG. 45 shows the spectral
profile of the generated pick up signal at three different ampli-
tudes of motion, which were estimated using a microscope.
As expected, multiple sidebands are present in the spectrum,
and their amplitudes form a geometric progression, which is
seen as linear decay of amplitudes on a logarithmic scale.
Table 1 summarizes these spectral measurements based on
sidebands ratio Equation (14). As anticipated, the amplitudes
of motion can be easily calculated from the ratio of subse-
quent sidebands without using any other system parameters.

Turn now to the modeling of the complete real-time algo-
rithm. In the case of parallel plate EAM, ratio of the ampli-
tudes of succeeding sidebands can be used to measure the
amplitude of motion independently of such parameters as
current amplifier gain, nominal sense capacitance, and carrier
voltage. A real-time measurement algorithm based on Equa-
tion (13) and Equation (14) was developed and simulated
using Simulink software.

FIG. 5a shows the overall view of the Simulink model. Itis
comprised of the following high level blocks:

The “Signals” block generates drive and carrier voltages.

The “Resonator” block represents a capacitive resonator.
The outputs of this block are the displacement x(t) and the
parallel plate EAM pick up voltage Vs(t).

The “Robust Detection” block extracts the amplitude of
motion from the ratio of parallel plate EAM sidebands.

FIG. 56 shows the demodulation procedure, which is com-
prised of two steps: 1) amplitude demodulation of two suc-
ceeding sidebands, and 2) calculation of the motional ampli-
tude from the ratio of sidebands amplitudes. The “Robust
Detection” block includes dual phase mixing at frequencies
of the first and second left sidebands, FIG. 6a. Extraction of
the amplitude of motion according to Equation (14) is done by
the “x_amp calc” block, FIG. 65. The rest of the model blocks
are shown in FIG. 7a and FIG. 7b.

The described Simulink model was used to verify feasibil-
ity of the disclosed real-time robust detection method. FIG. 8
shows the results of simulation for a resonator with quality
factor Q=100 and natural frequency f,=0.555 Hz. The carrier
voltage was 2 'V, at 10 kHz. Other simulation parameters
include nominal sense capacitance C,=1 pF, and transresis-
tance amplifier gain of 0.5 MQ. During the simulation the
driving AC voltage was switched between 1 Vpk and 2Vpk,
causing changes of the motional amplitude. The results of the
simulation confirm feasibility of the detection algorithm
based on the ratio of sidebands.

Properties of the pick-up voltage V, depend on the gain of
the current amplifier, value of nominal sense capacitance and
carrier voltage. The detection algorithm shown in FIG. 55 is
based on sidebands ratio Equation (14). The only system
parameters used in this measurement algorithm are frequen-
cies of drive and carrier voltages, which are typically gener-
ated by the control circuit itself. Unlike conventional
approach, the disclosed algorithm is independent of most
system parameters, such as trans-impedance gain of the cur-
rent amplifier, nominal sense capacitance, and carrier volt-
age.

Therefore, it can now be appreciated that the illustrated
embodiment of the invention includes a capacitive detection
methodology, comprised of the use of parallel plate sense
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capacitor(s) and signal processing algorithm, for detection of
vibratory motion with the following advantages over conven-
tional approaches: 1) precise detection of arbitrary amplitude
of motion 2) independence from system parameters, which
are prone to imperfect fabrication and drift (nominal sense
capacitance, probing voltage, gain of electrical pick-up cur-
rent amplifier etc.)

Implementation of the above methodology includes the
cases of: detection using both DC and/or AC probing voltage,
and detection using single side sense capacitor as well as
using differential (balanced) sense capacitors.

The methodology can be used as a substitute for conven-
tional methodologies, or for automatic calibration of the latter

The methodology can be implemented using the same
common components (e.g. operational amplifiers) as conven-
tional detection methodologies.

Many alterations and modifications may be made by those
having ordinary skill in the art without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention. Therefore, it must be under-
stood that the illustrated embodiment has been set forth only
for the purposes of example and that it should not be taken as
limiting the invention as defined by the following invention
and its various embodiments.

Therefore, it must be understood that the illustrated
embodiment has been set forth only for the purposes of
example and that it should not be taken as limiting the inven-
tion as defined by the following claims. For example, not-
withstanding the fact that the elements of a claim are set forth
below in a certain combination, it must be expressly under-
stood that the invention includes other combinations of fewer,
more or different elements, which are disclosed in above even
when not initially claimed in such combinations. A teaching
that two elements are combined in a claimed combination is
further to be understood as also allowing for a claimed com-
bination in which the two elements are not combined with
each other, but may be used alone or combined in other
combinations. The excision of any disclosed element of the
invention is explicitly contemplated as within the scope of the
invention.

The words used in this specification to describe the inven-
tion and its various embodiments are to be understood not
only in the sense of their commonly defined meanings, but to
include by special definition in this specification structure,
material or acts beyond the scope of the commonly defined
meanings. Thus if an element can be understood in the context
of'this specification as including more than one meaning, then
its use in a claim must be understood as being generic to all
possible meanings supported by the specification and by the
word itself.

The definitions of the words or elements of the following
claims are, therefore, defined in this specification to include
not only the combination of elements which are literally set
forth, but all equivalent structure, material or acts for per-
forming substantially the same function in substantially the
same way to obtain substantially the same result. In this sense
it is therefore contemplated that an equivalent substitution of
two or more elements may be made for any one of the ele-
ments in the claims below or that a single element may be
substituted for two or more elements in a claim. Although
elements may be described above as acting in certain combi-
nations and even initially claimed as such, it is to be expressly
understood that one or more elements from a claimed com-
bination can in some cases be excised from the combination
and that the claimed combination may be directed to a sub-
combination or variation of a subcombination.

Insubstantial changes from the claimed subject matter as
viewed by a person with ordinary skill in the art, now known
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or later devised, are expressly contemplated as being equiva-
lently within the scope of the claims. Therefore, obvious
substitutions now or later known to one with ordinary skill in
the art are defined to be within the scope of the defined
elements.

The claims are thus to be understood to include what is
specifically illustrated and described above, what is concep-
tionally equivalent, what can be obviously substituted and
also what essentially incorporates the essential idea of the
invention.

We claim:

1. A capacitive detection method in a MEMS resonator
comprising:

vibrating a resonator with a drive signal;

sensing vibration of the resonator by detecting a plurality
of sidebands of an electromechanical amplitude modu-
lation signal in a capacitive detector; and

extracting amplitude of motion from a ratio of two simul-
taneously sensed sidebands of different order,

where m, is a carrier frequency and w, a drive frequency
applied to the resonator,

where sensing vibration of the resonator by detecting a
plurality of sidebands of an electromechanical ampli-
tude modulation signal in a capacitive detector com-
prises detecting amplitudes of first order sidebands at
frequencies w_*m, and detecting amplitudes of second
order sidebands at frequencies w_+2w ; and

where extracting amplitude of motion from a ratio of two
simultaneously sensed sidebands of different order com-
prises

calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

L I
Ve T+ Vo T

or estimate using a single side pair of sidebands using

2 A
Ve 1~ VeI

and

calculating normalized amplitude of motion

Xo=21/7+1.

2. The method of claim 1 where extracting amplitude of
motion from a ratio of two simultaneously sensed sidebands
of different order comprises simultaneously processing mul-
tiple sidebands and producing a measurement of x,, by using
a ratio r of two different order sidebands.

3. The method of claim 2 where sensing vibration of the
resonator by detecting a plurality of sidebands of an electro-
mechanical amplitude modulation signal in a capacitive

detector and simultaneously processing multiple sidebands
and producing a measurement of X, by using a ratio r of two
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different order sidebands comprises sensing a first pair of
sidebands Vm,( , and Vw(k”) and a second pair of sidebands
Ve, andV,,,
obtaining the ratio r(x,)

23}

Worgonll* Vol -
Ve T+ 1V, I ’

X0

and deriving x,, therefrom, where x,, is normalized motional
amplitude, where V, is the harmonic component of a i
sideband frequency w, of the total output voltage.

4. The method of claim 2 where sensing vibration of the
resonator by detecting a plurality of sidebands of an electro-
mechanical amplitude modulation signal in a capacitive
detector and simultaneously processing multiple sidebands
and producing a measurement of X, by using a ratio r of two
different order sidebands comprises sensing a first pair of
sidebands Vw,(k”) and V ) and a second pair of sidebands
V., andV,,
obtaining the ratio r(x,)

(o)

o) Ve 2+t |l
r(xg) v ———————
VeIl

X0

r(xo) =

and deriving x,, therefrom, where x,, is normalized motional
amplitude, where V,, is the harmonic component of a i
sideband frequency w, of the total output voltage.
5. The method of claim 4 where deriving x, comprises
setting X _=2r(x,).
6. The method of claim 1, where w.. is a carrier frequency
and m, a drive frequency applied to the resonator,
where sensing vibration of the resonator by detecting a
plurality of sidebands of an electromechanical ampli-
tude modulation signal in a capacitive detector com-
prises differentially detecting amplitudes of a first pair
of sidebands at frequencies w_ tkm, where k is an odd
integer and detecting amplitudes of a second pair of
sidebands at frequencies w_x(k+2)w ; and
where extracting amplitude of motion from a ratio of two
simultaneously sensed sidebands of different order comprises
calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

Ve gzl + Ve

rxo)= | ———————————
Ve 1T+ Ve, I

and
calculating normalized amplitude of motion from r(x,).
7. The method of claim 1, where w_, is a carrier frequency
and m, a drive frequency applied to the resonator,
where sensing vibration of the resonator by detecting a
plurality of sidebands of an electromechanical ampli-
tude modulation signal in a capacitive detector com-
prises differentially detecting amplitudes of a first pair
of sidebands at frequencies w_ tkm, where k is an odd
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integer and detecting amplitudes of a second pair of
sidebands at frequencies w_+(k+2)w ; and

where extracting amplitude of motion from a ratio of two
simultaneously sensed sidebands of different order comprises

calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

Voo
rxo) x| —————
0 \/ Ve, I

calculating normalized amplitude of motion from r(x,).

and

8. The method of claim 1, where w, a drive frequency
applied to the resonator, where the electromechanical ampli-
tude modulation signal is a DC signal, and

where sensing vibration of the resonator by detecting a
plurality of sidebands of an electromechanical ampli-
tude modulation signal in a capacitive detector com-
prises detecting amplitudes at frequencies w, and 2w ;
and

where extracting amplitude of motion from a ratio of two
simultaneously sensed sidebands of different order comprises

calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

[V, I

70 = v,

and
calculating normalized amplitude of motion from r(x,).

9. The method of claim 1, where w, a drive frequency
applied to the resonator, and where the electromechanical
amplitude modulation signal is a DC signal, and

where sensing vibration of the resonator by detecting a
plurality of sidebands of an electromechanical ampli-
tude modulation signal in a capacitive detector com-
prises differentially detecting amplitudes at frequencies
odd harmonic drive frequencies kw ;and (k+2)w , where
k is an odd integer, and

where extracting amplitude of motion from a ratio of two
simultaneously sensed sidebands of different order comprises

calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

r(xo) =\/

KlVarnwgll - [ IV ll
(k+ DViwgll E

and
calculating normalized amplitude of motion from r(x,).

10. A capacitive detection system for use with a MEMS
resonator comprising:

a sensor of the vibration of the resonator for detecting a
plurality of sidebands of an electromechanical ampli-
tude modulation signal; and

means for extracting an amplitude of motion from aratio of
two simultaneously sensed sidebands of different order,

where m, is a carrier frequency and w, a drive frequency
applied to the resonator,
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where the sensor capacitively senses vibration of the reso-
nator by detecting a plurality of sidebands of an electro-
mechanical amplitude modulation signal and comprises
means for detecting amplitudes of first order sidebands
at frequencies w_xw, and means for detecting ampli-
tudes of second order sidebands at frequencies m_+2m ;;
and

where the means for extracting amplitude of motion from a
ratio of two simultaneously sensed sidebands of differ-
ent order comprises

means for calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

Vil + 1V
= ———=
Ve T+ Vo

or an estimate using a single side pair of sidebands using

WVl eyl
Ve 1~ VeI

and

means for calculating normalized amplitude of motion

11. The detection system of claim 10 where the means for
extracting the amplitude of motion from a ratio of two simul-
taneously sensed sidebands of different order comprises
means for simultaneously processing multiple sidebands and
producing a measurement of x, by using a ratio r of two
different order sidebands.

12. The detection system of claim 11 where the sensor
capacitively senses vibration of the resonator by detecting a
plurality of sidebands of an electromechanical amplitude
modulation signal and the means for simultaneously process-
ing multiple sidebands and producing a measurement ofx, by
using a ratio r of two different order sidebands comprises
means for sensing a first pair of sidebands Vm,( and V.

. . ke 1) Der 1)
and a second pair of sidebands V,,, and V,,,

means for obtaining the ratio r(x,)

”Vw,(kﬂ)” + ”V’“(kﬂ)” —

(x0) ol
= r(xg) =
[V 1+ Vo

=)

and means for deriving X, therefrom, where x, is normalized
motional amplitude, where V, is the harmonic component of
ai” sideband frequency o, of the total output voltage.

13. The detection system of claim 11 where the sensor
capacitively senses vibration of the resonator by detecting a
plurality of sidebands of an electromechanical amplitude
modulation signal and the means for simultaneously process-
ing multiple sidebands and producing a measurement ofx, by
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using a ratio r of two different order sidebands comprises
means for sensing a first pair of sidebandsV,, andV,

. . (k1) & 1)
and a second pair of sidebands V,, and V,,,

means for obtaining the ratio r(x,)

o) Vet l
r(xg) v —— 4
”Vwctkwd”

X0

r(xg) =

and means for deriving x, therefrom, where x_, is normalized
motional amplitude, where V., is the harmonic component of
ai™ sideband frequency o, of the total output voltage.

14. The detection system of claim 13 where the means for
deriving x, comprises means for setting x_=2r(x,).
15. The detection system of claim 10, where w,, is a carrier
frequency and w, a drive frequency applied to the resonator,
where the sensor capacitively senses vibration of the reso-
nator by detecting a plurality of sidebands of an electro-
mechanical amplitude modulation signal and comprises
means for differentially detecting amplitudes of a first
pair of sidebands at frequencies w_tkw, where k is an
odd integer and detecting amplitudes of a second pair of
sidebands at frequencies w_ +(k+2)w ; and
where the means for extracting amplitude of motion from a

ratio of two simultaneously sensed sidebands of different
order comprises

means for calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

Vo T+ Vo

o J ¥ gonl e o

and

means for calculating normalized amplitude of motion
from r(x,).

16. The detection system of claim 10, where w,, is a carrier
frequency and w, a drive frequency applied to the resonator,

where sensor capacitively senses vibration of the resonator
by detecting a plurality of sidebands of an electrome-
chanical amplitude modulation signal in a detector and
comprises means for differentially detecting amplitudes
ofa first pair of sidebands at frequencies w_+kw, where
kis an odd integer and detecting amplitudes of a second
pair of sidebands at frequencies w_+(k+2)w ; and
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where the means for extracting amplitude of motion from a
ratio of two simultaneously sensed sidebands of different
order comprises

means for calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

” th(k +2) ”

r(xo) = A

+k ”

and
means for calculating normalized amplitude of motion
from r(x,).

17. The detection system of claim 10, where w; a drive
frequency applied to the resonator, where the electrome-
chanical amplitude modulation signal is a DC signal, and

where the sensor capacitively senses vibration of the reso-

nator by detecting a plurality of sidebands of an electro-
mechanical amplitude modulation signal in a detector
and comprises means for detecting amplitudes at fre-
quencies w, and 2m ; and
where the means for extracting amplitude of motion from a
ratio of two simultaneously sensed sidebands of different
order comprises
means for calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

oy 1]
) T

and
means for calculating normalized amplitude of motion
from r(x,).

18. The detection system of claim 10, where w, a drive
frequency applied to the resonator, and where the electrome-
chanical amplitude modulation signal is a DC signal, and

where the sensor capacitively senses vibration of the reso-

nator by detecting a plurality of sidebands of an electro-
mechanical amplitude modulation signal and comprises
means for differentially detecting amplitudes at frequen-
cies odd harmonic drive frequencies ko, and (k+2)w,
where k is an odd integer, and
where the means for extracting amplitude of motion from a
ratio of two simultaneously sensed sidebands of different
order comprises
means for calculating a ratio of amplitudes using

k|| V( V-
R L R
*+DMViag I~V 3IVa,l

and
means for calculating normalized amplitude of motion
from r(x,).



